Apparent brain atrophy and subdural hematoma following ACTH therapy.
A case of subdural hematoma following ACTH-Z therapy for infantile spasms was presented. A female baby of 5 months old showed little clinical evidence of cerebral dysfunction associated with subdural hematoma. There have been several reports about the relationship between steroid treatment and apparent brain atrophy on the CT brain scans. Then, we studied the CT brain scans before and after ACTH-Z therapy for infantile spasms, atonic seizure or Lennox syndrome and showed some relationship between apparent brain atrophy on the CT brain scans and ACTH-Z treatment. We also discussed the possible etiology of apparent brain atrophy and subdural hematoma, and stressed the necessity of extreme caution with long-term ACTH-Z administration.